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ART CENTER VETERAN ROLAND YOUNG'S CLASSROOM
DEMEANOR IS TOUGH, A LITTLE ECCENTRIC—AND
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE.

In his 69 years, Roland Young has been called an exorcist, a genius,

an asshole, a god, a hero and “one of the gentlest human beings in
the world.” Inspirational. Intimidating. Brilliant. Terrifying. Students at
Pasadena’s Art Center College of Design, where he teaches, rank his
classes among the most challenging, most rewarding, most dreaded and
most eagerly anticipated in the Advertising Department. How many of
these descriptions are true? All of them—sometimes.

By Colin Berry
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Yet Young doesn‘t care what
people call him. What he cares
about is silence. He listens to John
Cage, reads Carl Jung and Albert
Camus, subscribes to Buddhist
values. His affection for silence is
ironic, given students’ first impres-

sion of him as talker—usually
about their work and, early in the

semester, often quite disparagingly.
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to eat me alive,””
took Young's com
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Young's classroom demeanor is
outlandish, occasionally controver-
sial. He demands full commitment
to excellence from all students,
staring them down, arguing with
them, belittling them—all while
holding them accountable to noth-
ing short of the highest standards
of creativity. A fan of Jungian
synchronicity, he favors a seemingly
rambling lecture style.




